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BEAUTIFUL , PURE, STRONG-WILLED GAM <3 A 
WAS THE ELDER DAUGHTER OF MOUNT /PMAVAN* SHE HAD 
THE POWER OF PURJFVING ANYTHING THAT 
TOUCHED HER. 


1 






HEAVEN NEEP5 THE PRE- 
SENCE OF VOUN6 SANSA 
SANCTIFIER OF ALL 
V. CREATURES- 


IF SAMOA SOES , 
THE EARTH WILL 
SUFFER. BUT IT IS 
MV PUTV TP LOOK 
TO THE GOOP OF 
ALL THE THREE 
N WORLPS . A 




ONE PAW, THE PEVAB , LEO &V BRAHMA, CAME TO MOUNT HIM AVAN. 




<50 WITH 
THE PEVAS, 
<S>ANSA,ANP 
SERVE THEM 
PUTIFULLV. . 


>C 


MAV WE 
TAKE HER 
WITH US 
NOW ? 
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OUR SACRIFICE HAS BEEN 
RUINED ONCE AGAIN . AT 
THIS RATE WE WILL 
INCUR THE PISPLEASLIRE 
v OF THE SODS. 


•A#'**'*'". 




AT ABOUT THAT TIME, LIFE. OH EARTH WAS BECOMING IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
ALL RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE. 


MONTHS OF HARP 
LABOUR WASTED. OUR 
CROPS HAVE BEEN 
DESTROYED IN A 
. SINGLE NIGHT. 






THE MURDERERS ^ 
HAVEN’T SPARED 
EVEN OUR BABES. 
WHAT HAVE WE 


AT LAST- 


WE ARE HELPLESS AGAINST 
ENEMIES, WHO DON’T SHOW 
THEMSELVES . LET THOSE OF 
US, WHO HAVE SURVIVED, 
HIDE IN THE CAVES. 







THEIR MYSTERIOUS TORMENTORS WERE A GROUP OF ASURAS*WHO H/O 
/N THE OCEAN BY PAY AND CAME OUT TO HARASS THEM AT NU5HT. 




IN HEAVEN , THE PEVAS WERE PERTURBED BY THE PLIGHT OF THE 
PEOPLE . THEY HELD COUNCIL. 


BRAHMA MAPE 
A SUGGESTION 


r IN OUR OWN INTERESTS 
WE MUST HELP THE GOOD 
PEOPLE ON EARTH . BUT 
HOW CAN WE, WHEN WE 
^ DON’T KNOW WHO THEIR 
[^TORMENTORS ARE ? A 


* A RACE CONSTANTLY ATT WAR WITH THE SURAS OR PEVAS 
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V OU maw (bo TO SA<bE 
ASA5TVA NOW AND DO 
WHAT IS TO BE PONE- 
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AS A6A5TVA BENT DOWN AND BEGAN TO DRINK UP THE OCEAN, 

~T L~J c tru/i j r> i a itrocr cr y Dsitz cr - 
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^ O SAVIOUR. 
NOW THAT THE 


WHEN THE A SURAS WERE 
UANQU/SHEP THE PEVAS TURNEP 
TQ A<5ASTVA. 


EVIL ONES ARE PEAP, 

FILL UP THE OCEAN PC'T 
AGAIN WITH THE 

WATER HOU PRANK. U ^=^4 


rC*> 
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I CANNOT. I HAVE 
PIGESTEP IT. VOU WILL 
HAVE TO FINP SOME 
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A VERY LON <5 TIME 
MUST PASS BEFORE 
THE OCEAN WILL 
ONCE AOAIN BE 
v FULL. • J- 


THE PEI/AS DIP HOT KNOW WHAT TO DO- THE V WENT TO BRAHMA 


THE PE DAE WAITED A HUMBER. OF 
YEARS AND STILL NOTHIN & 
HAPPENED . SO THEY WENT TO 
VISHNU AGAIN- THERE - 






AT THAT MOMENT ON EARTH, LORO SHIVA APPEARED? BEFORE 
KINO SA&ARA AND H/S QUEENS , RESHIN I ANp SUMATI . 


I AM PLEASED 
WITH WOUR PIETV 
WOU SHALL HAVE 
AAANV SONS. 




WOU R RACE HOWEVER. 
WILL BE CONTINUED BV 
THE ONE SON THAT 
VOUR OTHER WIFE 
WILL BEAR. 
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□Dl 


hrij 


ACCORP/NGLV, IN COURSE OF TIME, BOTH WIVES BORE CHILDREN . 
KINS SAGARA WAS OVERSOWED AND SAVE MANY SIFTS TO THE POOR. 


PAYS PASSEP AND THE BOYS GREW UP. THE 60,000 SONS OF 
SUMATl WERE BRAVE, STRONG, LAPS, WHO WERE CONSCIOUS OF 
THEIR ROYAL STATUS . 



r WHERE ARE MY ^ 

GOLDEN ARROWS? A PRINCE 
ON WHOM HIS PEOPLE 
DEPEND MUST HAVE THE 
BEST OF WEAPONS. 


r WE MUST LEARN 
TOW LD A CHARIOT 
AND WIN A WAR. WE 
ARE THE SONS OF 
■s^ A KING. U 
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HE SHALL BE 
BANISHEP 
FROM THE 
KINS POM- * 


HOUR MAO ESTV, 
PRINCE ASAMANJA 
HAS PRCWNEP VET 
^ ANOTHER CHILP. J 


^ I HEARP ^1 
THE CHILP 
SCREAM. THE 
PRINCE MUST 
.BE PiJNISHEP-U 


QUEEN KESH/N/’S SON ASAAAANJA, HOWEVER, GREW UP TO BE A 
WICKED PRINCE. j— j 


I BUT ASAMANJA'S SON AM SUM AN WAS A VERY KIND AND CONSIDERATE 
BOV AND THE PEOPLE LOVED HIM. ONCE, WHEN KINO SAOARA WAS 

Dcro aa I a ac ~tlj c AccLJUj/iAAtmLJA cl roitrj^tc 



li 
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THEV SEARCH EP FOR A 
WHILE . THEN — 


WHEN 


WHAT IS THIS 
HU(s>E ELEPHANT 
POINS HERE? 


^ IT IS ONE 
OF THE EI6HT 
ELEPHANTS 
WHICH HOLD 
THE EARTH 

L. up. 


THE PRINCES ' 
HAVE BEEN 
THOUGHTLESS- 
THEV WILL BRINS 
PESTRUCTION. . 



WHEN THE SAGARAS 
HAP PUG THE EARTH 
TO TUNNEL THEIR WAV 
TO THE NETHER WORLP, 
THE PANIC-STRICKEN 
INHABITANTS OF THE 
EARTH RAN HITHER 
ANP THITHER . THE 
ELEPHANT TO MAIN- 
TAIN THE BALANCE OF 
THEIR WEIGHT, MOVED, 
CAUSING A TREMEN- 
POUS EARTHQUAKE . 
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MEANWHILE, OBLIVIOUS OF THE HARM THAT THEY HAC? PONE , THE 
SONS OF S A SARA MOVEP ON ANP CAME TO WHERE SASE RAP! LA 



AN&EREP BY THEJR AUPACITY , THE POWERFUL /CAP/LA BORNEO 
THE 60,000 PRINCES TO ASHES BY UTTERING, BUT ONE SYLLABLE . 
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r 60,AMSUMA N. ^ 
V Oil ARE VALIANT ' 
AND WISE LIKE 
YOUR. ANCESTORS. 
60 AND FIND VOLJR 
UNCLES AND > 
k THE HORSE. A 


MEANWHILE, AT THE SACRIFICE , WHEN THE PRINCES D/D NOT RET' 
SA6ARA REMEM3ERED SHIVA’S WORDS- HE TURNED TO AMSUMAN 
HIS 3ELOVED GRANDSON. 


RN, 

y 



AMSUMAN SET OUT AND SOON 
CAME UPON THE PLACE WHERE 
HIS UNCLES HAP ENTERED THE 
NETHER WORLD . 

S CROPS HAVE 
SEEN DESTROVED; 

PEOPLE AND 
ANI/WALS KILLED/ 

THERE SEEMS TO 



15 









/ YES. I HAVE SEEN 
THEM. THE7 WERE 
\ SO INSOLENT THAT 
I CONSUMED 
THEM WITH THE 
FIRE OF MV 
PENANCES. 



AM5C//HAN TOOK A HANPFUL OF THE 
A$HES> THAT WERE H/3 UHCLE3 AND 
LET OUT A CRV OF ANGU/3H. 
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WHEN SA&ARA P/EP, AM SOMAN BECAME K/N(o . BUT — 


r MV SON PILIPA SHALL RULE THE 
KIN6POM • I WISH TO RETIRE TO THE 
HIMALAYAS. THERE I WILL PERFORM 
AUSTERITIES TO INPUCE &AN(bA TO 
FLOW POWN TO THE EARTH. 


LATER, AT THE PALACE , WHEN AM SUM AN TOLD S AS APIA WHAT THE 
EASE HAP SAIP — 


AM SUM AN, YOU MUST 
BECOME KING? AFTER 
ME AMP STRIVE TO 
SRI NO 6AN6A 
. TO EARTH- A 
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I HAVE BEEN KINS 
FOR MANV VEARS . 
5TILL I HAVE NOT 
SUCCEEDED IN 
BRINS/NS GANGA j 
L. TO EARTH. A 


\ AM SUM AN HOWEVER PIED WITHOUT SUCCEEDING IN HIS ATTEMPTS. 


DAV AND NIGHT HE 
THOUGHT AEOUT THE 
FATE OF HIS ANCESTORS 
AND HOW HE MIGHT 
REDEEM THEIR SOULS. 
3UT- 



FATHER , I WILL 
NOT ASCEND THE 
THRONE WITHOUT 
FIRST BRINGING 
0ANGA DOWN TO 
EARTH. 


AT LAST EVEN PIL/PA WAS ON HIS DEATH SEP, LEAVING THE TASK 
UNACCOMPLISHED. HIS SON BHAG! RATH A, HOWEVER, MADE A VOW IN 
THE PVING KING’S PRESENCE. 
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ACCORD! N <& LV , WHEN PILIPA PIED, 
B HAS/ RATH A A PD RE 53 EP THE 
MINISTERS . 


I WILL BE KIN6 
ONLY AFTER <5AN(5A 
FLOWS ON EARTH. 

I ENTRUST THE 
KIN0POAA TO YOU. 
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AT LAST , PLEASED BW HIS SINGLE-MINDEDNESS, BRAHMA APPEARED 
BEFORE H/M- 


ASK FOR A BOON,] 
O STEADFAST 
ONE,ANP IT 
SHALL BE 
GRANTED TO 

vou ‘ <r» 


r THEN LET ^ 
©ANSA FLOW DOWN 
TO EARTH FROM 
THE HEAVEN AND 
DELIVER THE j 

SOULS OF MV A 

ANCESTORS.^ 




VOOR AIM IS A LOFTV 
ONE . BUT THE EARTH 
CAM NOT SUSTAIN 
THE FORCE OF HER 
FALL. ONLY SHIVA j 
CAN WITHSTAND IT. A 


ANP BRAHMA DISAPPEARED. 

THEN I SHALL 
PERFORM 
PENANCES 
TO PLEASE 
SHIVA. 
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BUT I MUST BE 
ON MV 6UA RP- 
GANGA’S 
MOVEMENTS 
ARE UNPREDICT- 
ABLE . V 


YOU WILL HAVE TO 
TAKE CARE WHILE 
CONDUCTING GANGA 
ON EARTH. SHE IS 
ACCUSTOMED TO 
FLOWING ANYWHERE 


7 


\ WILL DO 
THAT FOR 
YOU. 
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IN HEAVEN, GAN GA MAPE REAPV 
TO PE5CENP- 



HALF WAV POWN,A THOUGHT 
SUPPENLV OCCURREP TO HER. 



Jtt ■} • 

P i§. 'K^vWf 5 "’"'' * . 


»\ 


''Vf'W*' >4 



23 




AS GANG A FELL, SHIVA IMPRIS- 
ONED HER IN HIS MATTED LOCKS . 
SHE SWIRLED ABOUT IN HER 
PRISON FOR MANY A YEAR, 



UNABLE TO 
ESCAPE . 


YOUR. DEVOTION 
MERITS IT. FOR 
YOUR SAKE I WILL. 
LEAD HER TO 
ASHES OF THE 
SONS OF 
SAHARA AND 
MAV THEIR 
SOULS BE 
REDEEMED. 


BHAGIRATHA ONCE AGAIN ADORED 


SHIVA AND THE MIGHTY GOD 
APPEARED BEFORE HIM. 



LORD! yOU 1 
ARE THE 
SOURCE OF ALL 
KINDNESS. 

HAVE PITy ON 
ME AND 
RELEASE j 
GANG A . J& 
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<3 AN 6 A BECAME FURTHER PUR/FIEO BW HER CONTACT W/TH THE 
LORO 9 5 HEAD - PEOPLE RAN TO HER TO CLEANSE THEMSELVES 
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BUT BHA SIRA THA *£> TR/ALS WERE 
NOT VET OVER. THE NETHER WORLP 
BEVONP THE OCEAN WAS STILL 
FAR A WAV. ON THE WAV— 




I WILL <bO 
CLOSER. 


TAKE CARE. ^ 
WO U ’LL FLOOP 
THE SACRI- 
FICIAL FIRE 
ANP PESTROV 
THE j 

SACRIFICE. jP 
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f MAY WOO LEAP HER > 
SAFELY TO THE OCEAN 
ANP THE NETHER WORL.P 
AND REPEEM THE SOOLS 
OF VOUR. ANCESTORS, 

V bhasiratha . y 


SAMOA HAS BECOME 
EVEN MORE PORE 
BY HER CONTACT 
WITH THE SA6E. 


OUT OF RESPECT FOR 3HA&/RATHA *3 PENANCES, UAHNU 
RELEASEP GANGA . | 



HENCEFORTH , SAN SA 
SHALL ALSO BE KNOWN 
AS JAHNAVI -YOUR 
PAOSHTER , O HOLV 
V ONE. 
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AT last, BHA6IRATHA AND (3 AN <3 A REACHED THE OCEAN AND THE 
NETHER WORLD BEYOND. SAN&A FLOWED OVER THE ASHES OF THE 
SONS OF SAOARA AND ONTO THE OCEAN BED. FROM THAT DAY 
ONWARDS , THE OCEAN CAME TO BE KNOWN AS ' SA6ARA 
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HIS PROMISE FULFILLED, 
BRAHMA APPEARED BEFORE 
BH A<E>! RATH A . 


THE SONS OF SA6ARA 
ARE IN HEAVEN ANP WILL 
REMAIN THERE AS LONG> 
AS <5AN<SA FLOWS ON 
v THE EARTH. V 
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